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Convert videos for any device
Get your files to play on any device, using VLC — a powerful and free conversion tool.  

VLC MEDIA PLAYER is often called the ‘Swiss 
army knife of video players’ because it gives 
you such precise control of nearly every aspect 
of video playback.

For example, you can change the speed of 
subtitles, tell the audio to play a bit behind the 
video to compensate for syncing problems, or 
change the brightness and contrast. It’s not 
just a great media player; it’s also equipped 
with everything you need to convert video 
files to other formats. 

Because VLC is open source software, it’s 
been added to and improved upon by a 
community of skilled and passionate 
programmers. You’ll also find an array of 
skins and extensions that will ensure you’ll 
want to keep using it long term. 

In this tutorial, we’ll walk you through the 
main features.

Change the format of a video 
Find out how to watch your movie files on whatever platform you choose.

3  CONVERT FILE
Select the destination folder, give a 
filename, select the desired video profile and 
click Start. By default, VLC media player 
comes with a few profiles that can convert 
your video to most of the widely used audio 
and video formats. You can edit, delete or 
create new profiles using the three buttons 
next to the ‘Select Profile’ drop-down list.

Stop 
syncing 

problems
To resolve sync problems, go to ‘Tools > 

Effects’, select Filters, pick the 
Synchronization tab and enter the 

time that you want to offset 
the audio track by.

1  INSTALL AND CUSTOMISE
Install VLC media player after downloading it 
from the official site (www.videolan.org/vlc). 
It’s a highly streamlined video player, so if 
you want a more snazzy look, try installing 
one of the many skins available from www.
videolan.org. Choose the Skins link and 
follow the instructions to get one that you 
like the look of.

2  LOCATE MEDIA
When you’re ready to convert a video file, 
click on Media from the top menu and select 
‘Convert/Save’. Then, in the ‘Open Media’ 
window, click the Add button and browse to 
the location of the file you want to convert. 
When you’re ready, click the ‘Convert/Save’ 
button again. There’s an option to add a 
subtitles file if you have one.

4  CREATE A NEW PROFILE
Under the Encapsulation tab, select a file 
type to convert to (in this example, we’re 
using MP4/MOV). Under the ‘Video Codec’ 
tab, pick the MPEG4 codec, choose a bit rate 
and frame rate, then click the Save button. 
You can define a particular ratio to export 
your converted file as — ideal if you don’t like 
the format the film was in.

5  RESOLUTION PARAMETERS 
You will need a bit of knowledge when 
choosing the best resolutions to output your 
file, which depends on the destination 
device. Here, we want to play back on an 
iPad, utilising full screen mode. Enter the 
details in the Width and Height fields and 
your file will be forced into this ratio (it may 
crop the original).

6  CONVERT AND PLAY BACK
Hit Start to begin the conversion. The main 
VLC player bar will move along as the file is 
converted and downloaded. When complete, 
find the destination folder and double-click 
to play. You may have Windows Media Player 
set as your default player. If you want to use 
VLC, right-click the file, then choose ‘Open 
with > VLC media player’.

7  ADD WATERMARKS
To add a watermark when converting a video (typically a home 
movie), all you need to do is navigate to ‘Tools > Effects and Filters’. 
On the ‘Video Effects’ tab, you need to click on the ‘Vout/Overlay’ 
sub-tab. Alternatively, you can add a logo on the next sub-tab (Logos) 
— you can even select the transparency, using the slider.

8  PLAY ON YOUR TABLET
We’ve converted the file and can play it back on our PC, but we chose 
a resolution suitable for an iPad. To get the file onto an iPad, open 
iTunes, connect your iPad and select ‘File > Add File to Library’. You’ll 
need to sync your iPad with iTunes to port the film across. You can 
then play it with the Videos app or use the free VLC iPad app.  


